PORT OF ZEEBRUGGE - BELGIUM

The port lies on the Belgian North Sea coast, 22.5 km West of the Scheldt estuary and 10 km West of the Belgian-Dutch border. Maritime access begins at Zeebrugge Pilot Station, 14 miles North-west of the port. 

Arrival procedure

At least one hour before arrival at the "Zand"-buoy, "Zeebrugge Port Control" should be asked for entrance permission on VHF channel 71. 

The port lies on the Belgian North Sea coast, 22.5 km West of the Scheldt estuary and 10 km West of the Belgian-Dutch border. Maritime access begins at Zeebrugge Pilot Station, 14 miles North-west of the port. 

Access channels
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While entering the port of Zeebrugge from the sea, ships pass via:

· a deep draught channel,
called "Het Scheur" and "Ribzand"

· a coastal channel,
called "Wielingen"

· the access channel to the port of Zeebrugge,
called "Pas van het Zand", approx. 2,000 m long and 600 m wide;
depth -15.50 m MLLWS over a width of 300 m;
general direction NW - SE.

· large breakwaters
The distance between the breakwaters is 720 m.
Depht there is -15.50 m MLLWS.

All channels are beaconed and radar controlled.

Density of the water:

· seawater : 1.025. 

· inside the inner port : silt. 

Radio frequencies
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· Coastal station Oostende radio 

· works continouosly on VHF channels 16 and 27 and on MW 2182 kHz, 2484 kHz and 3178 kHz 

· tel. (059) 70 65 65 

· fax (059) 70 13 39 

· address : Belgacom, Oostende radio, Perronstraat 6, B-8400 Oostende, Belgium. 

· Pilotage A1-buoy
works on VHF channel 65 and 69. 

· VTS
works on VHF channels 69, 19 and 4. 

· Port pilotage Zeebrugge
works on VHF channel 9. 

· Zeebrugge Port Control
works on VHF channel 71. 

· Zeebrugge lock
works on VHF channel 68. 

Port lights and Signals
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LIGHT SIGNALS AT THE LARGE BREAKWATERS


	Nr.
	Seaside (E&W)
	Landside (W)
	Significance
	

	1.
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	Serious emergency. All vessels stop or divert according to instructions
	HARBOUR CLOSED- SERIOUS DANGER

	2.
	[image: image10.png]



[image: image11.png]



[image: image12.png]



	[image: image13.png]



[image: image14.png]



[image: image15.png]



	Entering prohibited. Leaving prohibited.
	HARBOUR CLOSED

	3.
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	Entering prohibited. One way traffic outward allowed.
	OUTGOING

	4.
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	One way traffic inward allowed. Leaving prohibited.
	INGOING

	5
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	Vessels may proceed. Two way traffic.
	FREE PASSAGE

	6.
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	Entering allowed only with specific permission to do so. Leaving prohibited. Incoming vessel for LNG-terminal.
	LNG-CARRIER IN

	7.
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	Entering prohibited. Leaving allowed only with specific permission to do so. Vessel leaving the LNG-terminal.
	LNG-CARRIER OUT


	Remarks : 

The harbour signals are located at position 51° 21' .8 N   03° 11' .2 O 

Configuration nr. 1 has an occulting character : 5 seconds on, 2 seconds off. All other configurations are fixed. 

The lighthouses on the breakwaters east and west are synchronised : 5 seconds on, 2 seconds off. 

The light signals on the old Leopold II-mole will remain in operation but are subordinate to the light signals on the breakwaters.




FOG SIGNALS AT THE BREAKWATERS



	At seaward end of Western breakwater : nautophone, 30 seconds periods : 3s sound, 5s silence, 3s sound, 5s silence, 3s sound, 11s silence 

At seaward end of Eastern breakwater : fogbell : 3 strokes every 25 seconds 


Prearrival info
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· Health regulations 

The master must sign the Maritime Declaration of Health issued by pilot.

· Required documents upon arrival 

(Remark : number of copies for each document will soon be added to this list).

· Declaration of Health 

· List of Dangerous Goods 

· Crew List 

· Passenger List 

· Stowaway List 

· Cargo Manifest 

· Freight List (prepared by agents) 

· Customs Provision List (prepared by agents) 

· General Declaration (Benelux 20, prepared by agents) 

· Personal effects list 

· Certificate of Registry 

· International Tonnage Certificate (Oslo 69), or National Tonnage Certificate (if ITC not available) 

· Civil Liability Certificate (if more than 2,000 T oil in bulk) 

· International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate 

· Oil Record Book 

· Passenger Ship Safety Certificate 

· Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate 

· Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate 

· Cargo Ship Radio Construction Certificate of Exemption 

· Load Line Certificate of Exemption 

· International Certificate of Fitness for carriage of dangerous chemicals in bulk 

· International Certificate of Fitness for carriage of liquified gases in bulk. 

Note : all passports or seaman's discharge books must be kept available.

· Customs 

At Zeebrugge, Customs can be contacted at the Custom's Head Office by telefax nr (050) 54 59 35 or by phone nr (050) 54 54 55.

· Maritime Police and immigration 

· Upon arival 

· The master is required to hand in properly completed, dated and signed IMO-form crew list and passenger list in duplicate as soon as possible - within 12 hours after arrival at the latest - to the office of the Maritime and River Police, Veerbootstraat 1, 8380 Zeebrugge, tel. 050 55 76 30  and fax 050 55 76 46. They can do so themselves or through their agent.

· The master is required to report immediately to the Maritime Commissioner any stowaways should there be any on board his ship. The master will be held responsible if stowaways disembark without permission of the above mentioned authority.

· Yachtmen and passengers shall be in possession of a valid passport (or ID-card), and eventually a Benelux or Schengen visa.

· In case a yacht arrives from a port of a non-Schengen country, the skipper has to hand in, properly completed, dated and signed, the special Schengen form for yachts visiting Schengen harbours. This form is available in the yacht club or through the ship's agent. The form has to be handed in to the Maritime Commissioner's Office (Scheepvaartpolitie (SPN), Veerbootstraat 1, 8380 Zeebrugge, Belgium, telephone (050) 55 76 30)).

· Yachtmen and passengers, non-EU citizens, have to present themselves with passport, eventually with a visa, at the Maritime Commissioner's Office for stamping inbound, only when the last port of call was a non-Schengen country.

For your information,

· Schengen countries are :

· Belgium 

· Greece 

· The Netherlands 

· France 

· Italy 

· Portugal 

· Germany 

· Luxembourg 

· Spain

· EU countries are :

· Austria 

· Finland 

· Great Britain 

· Italy 

· Portugal 

· Belgium 

· France 

· Greece 

· Luxembourg 

· Spain 

· Denmark 

· Germany 

· Ireland 

· The Netherlands 

· Sweden

· During the ship's stay in port 

· Crew members of seagoing vessels are allowed to go ashore during the time their ship is berthed in a Belgian port. The freedom of movement of seamen on shore-leave, who are not in possession of a valid travel document is limited to the municipality where the ship is berthed and the adjacent municipalities. It is, however, recommended to be in possession of a document proving one's identity.

· http://www.zeebruggeport.be/content.asp?p=63In case crew members travel beyond this area, they have to be in possession of a valid passport, eventually with a valid Benelux or Schengen visa. If the last port of call was in a non-Schengen country, they have to apply to the Maritime Commissioner's Office to have their passport or visa stamped inbound. Before sailing, they have to apply to the same office to have their document stamped outbound.

· In case a crew member intends to sign off or sign on, he has to apply to the Maritime Commissioner's Office with his passport. If signing off and when necessary, he eventually can obtain a transit visa at this office (19.80 €).

· Upon departure 

· The master is to give notice in due time - two hours before the actual sailing time at the latest - to the Maritime Commissioner of his intention to sail. After the departure control by the Maritime Police, crew members and passengers are no longer allowed to go ashore.

· The skippers of yachts bound for a non-Schengen country shall hand in a new Schengen form to the Maritime Commissioner.

· Non-EU passengers and yachtmen shall apply to the Maritime Commissioner's Office to have their documents stamped outbound, only when the next port of call is in a non-Schengen country.

VTS
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A Vessel Traffic Service centre is located on the west entrance of the harbour (51°21.6' N - 3°11' E). Main task is to provide shipping information.

Sea Pilotage
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Pilotage is compulsary for all vessels.

· Pilotage at the approach of the port (sea pilots) 

Upon arrival
Wandelaar Pilot is stationed 2 miles West of the "SW Akkaert"-buoys.
Pilot will board small vessels on Zeebrugge roads (less than 2.20 m draught and emergency).
At least 6 hours prior to arrival at the pilot station, and if changes of two hours or more, vessels should inform :

· "Pilot VTS Wandelaar" via Oostende radio (OST) or 

· "Radar Zeebrugge" tel: +32-(0)50-55 08 01, fax: +32-(0)50-54 74 00, telex and satcom S1417. 

The following information will be required:

· Ship's name 

· Call sign 

· Nationality 

· Destination 

· ETA Pilot Station in UTC 

· Draught 

· Cargo 

· Agent 

· L.O.A. 

· Max. beam 

· Information regarding damage or malfunction of instruments or engine. 

First reporting one half hour before entering VTS-SM zone ("A North"- and "A South"-buoys) to: "Traffic centre Wandelaar", VHF channel 65. Message to confirm name, position, draught, destination of vessel.

Upon departure
Confirmation of ETS and destination via agent should be passed to the Zeebrugge Pilot Station at least two and a half hours prior to sailing.

L.O.A. (shore-based pilotage)
In some cases shore-based pilotage is provided when pilotage is suspended due to weather conditions.

Port Pilotage
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Pilotage in the inner port is optional.

Pilotage in the inner port (port pilots)
· Upon arrival
If a pilot is required from Zeebrugge lock to Zeebrugge Inner Port, vessels should request this via VHF-channel 68 as soon as they get into contact with the "Lockmaster Zeebrugge" and inform him about the draught.

Upon departure
Through the agent a similar pilot should be asked at the Lockmaster's Office at Zeebrugge Towage
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6 tugs permanently available (bollard pull 45 to 65 tons).

Extra tugs available on request, applications to Port Control Zeebrugge on VHF channel 71 at least six hours in advance.

· one hour prior to sailing. 

Other Services
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- Hydraulic Works
The Zeebrugge port authority is regulary calling for tenders with regard to works in the port. The regulation with regard to government assignments apply to these works.

A call for tenders is made every year for all kind of maintenance works. The procedure of limited tender is usually applicable.

Extension and new development works are called for, whenever needed. This happens in dialogue or otherwise with the services of the Flemish Community, which subsidize particular works in the several Flemish ports.

For more information on the works in Zeebrugge, the following sources can be consulted:
- 'Bulletin der Aanbestedingen' (Belgian law gazette)
- The specialist journals (like 'De Bouwkroniek' a.o.)
- The technical department of M.B.Z.  

Next to this, several private companies and public bodies in the port guarantee specialized service to the ships calling at Zeebrugge.

- Bunkering: permanent supply of fuel and lubricating oil to vessels, both with barges and by pipeline.

- Water supply: supply of drinking water to vessels, with tap water or by tankers.

- Port reception facilities: solutions for waste from shipping and port-related industries. Cleaning of tanks, holds and engine rooms.

- Boatmen: safe mooring of vessels

- Marine equipment and shipchandlers
- Ship repair, container repair
- Dredging, diving
- Tallying, inspection and survey: stating and preventing of damage during transport.

- Lashing, securing and packing: seaworthy stowage of cargo

 

Arrival procedure
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At least one hour before arrival at the "Zand"-buoy, "Zeebrugge Port Control" should be asked for entrance permission on VHF channel 71. 

The port lies on the Belgian North Sea coast, 22.5 km West of the Scheldt estuary and 10 km West of the Belgian-Dutch border. Maritime access begins at Zeebrugge Pilot Station, 14 miles North-west of the port. 

P. Vandamme lock
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The Pierre Vandamme lock (finished in 1985) connects the tidal outer port with the non-tidal inner port. Its dimensions (500 m long, 57 m wide, a usable depth of 18.50 m and a maximum water volume of 527,000 m³) allow to receive the biggest car carriers or several vessels at the same time. The lock has two lock gates and a double lift bridge on each side. The harbour master's office and the port authority guarantee the permanent lock operation and the shipping coordination from the Zeebrugge inner port up to Bruges. 

